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    Retired Army Special Forces
    Major Rusty Bradley
    (CFC Photo Service)

Annual Dinner “A Success”

Author Major Rusty Bradley gives details of
fierce combat by his Special Forces Team

The annual dinner of the Cape Fear Chapter of the
Military Officers Association of America was
held Nov. 21 at the Fort Bragg Club where retired

Army Special Forces Major Rusty Bradley, author of The
Lions of Kandahar, was the guest speaker. Rusty first
acknowledged service members spouses for their vital
role. He then showed a video of his third deployment to
Afghanistan and explained Operation Medusa, the
subject of his critically-acclaimed book. When he
finished his presentation, the membership gave him a
standing ovation.

The business portion included the presentation of the
slate of officers for the 2015-16 term. Bob Garman,
chairman of the Nominating Committee, announced that
the current officers agreed to run and serve if elected.
Ballots were available for members who wished to vote
that night, or members could mail their ballots or vote
online as well. Voting ends Dec. 5 and the results will be
announced by mid-December 2014.

The general membership unanimously voted to keep
the dues structure the same this year. Twenty dollars is
charged for regular members and ten dollars for auxiliary
members. The renewal period ends Dec. 20.

President Chavez said he was very pleased with the
attendance and the evening’s events.
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President’s Report
By COL Juan I. Chavez, USA, Ret.

phone: (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

Installation dinner Jan. 21

Last event in Old Officers Club

The month of November was a very
eventful one as we anticipated, and the
month of December will be no less.  I

want to touch on some of the highlights of both,
but not necessarily chronologically.

Our annual meeting on the 21st of
November was the best attended meeting this
year, a testimony to how far our chapter has
come in the last couple of years.  Of course
Rusty Bradley’s presentation had something to
do with that, but I would like to think that the
overall interest in the future of our chapter was
also a big factor.

The general membership present voted
to accept the slate of candidates for the 2015
election of new officers as presented by Bob
Garman, Chairman of the Nominations
Committee.  Voting by written ballot
commenced immediately for those present.
Voting will continue by regular or electronic
mail until the 5th of December to give the rest
of the membership an opportunity to vote.
Results of the election will be announced about
mid-December.

The installation dinner for the new
officers will be held on the 21st of January 2015
at the Fort Bragg Club.  Colonel (Ret) Barry
Wright, Director of Chapter Affairs, MOAA
will do the honors, and will be the keynote
speaker as well.  This is a significant event that
is only celebrated every 2 years so maximum
attendance is desirable.  It is only fitting to
show your personal support to those who have

volunteered their time, talents, and treasure to
administering your chapter.  Setting a new
attendance record for this event will be a great
way of starting a new year.

The Veterans Day parade in downtown
Fayetteville was the biggest ever with 90
entries (our Chapter being one of them),
making it the biggest in the state.  It’s an
impressive show of patriotism and community
support for our men and women in uniform,
past and present.  I was particularly pleased to
see all the junior ROTC units who took part in
the parade and other ceremonies following.  All
of them put on a great display of military
decorum and esprit de corps.  It reaffirmed for
me that our support of them is not only a
worthwhile purpose, but one that is perfectly
justified.

I want to bring to your attention two
traditional chapter events during the month of
December, the annual trip to Myrtle Beach to
enjoy a Christmas show followed by dinner
scheduled for the 5th of December, and the
holiday dinner/dance a week later on the 13th.  I
want to focus on the latter.

The Formal Holiday Celebration (a.k.a.
Christmas Formal) is a joint CFC/LOM
sponsored event that we hope will reinstate a
long-standing tradition.  It was canceled for the
first time ever last year due to lack of interest.
This event will be a formal affair with

(Report continued on page 5)
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Editorial
By LTC Don Gersh, USA, Ret.
                  Secretary@cfmoaa.org

Benefits of being a life member

My National MOAA member number
is 1281321 which means I joined the
association about 1980.  It was

known then as The Retired Officers
Association, or TROA, not to be confused with
ROA, the Reserve Officers Association.  I was
a Regular Army officer then so I did not meet
the membership requirements for ROA.

But I would have considered it, though,
because I was in need of a medical supplement
for my growing family. We were living in an
Atlanta suburb and there was not a military
hospital within a hundred miles. Like many
others, I needed an affordable medical
supplement. Fortunately, one of our senior
officers said TROA had the best benefits for the
buck. At that time, I was only interested in
medical coverage.

I did my due diligence, and soon used the high
tech FAX machine in the admin office to send
my membership application to Arlington, Va. I
chose to check the Life Member box because I
figured I’d save membership fees in the long
run. I’m sure I received a monthly magazine or
newsletter for the next decade, but I don’t
remember. However, I considered MOAA my
officer’s union and knew it would fight with
management for my benefits.

 When it came time to prepare for a second
career, MOAA was there. I attended a training
session on how to dress for a job interview,
how to prepare a proper resume, and most
importantly, developed confidence that I would
be successful. MOAA and USAA have been

there for the important events for the Gersh
Family.

I’ve studied many of MOAA’s publications and
recommend you look at them.  They are free to
Life Members, another good reason to become
one! I now read the magazine cover to cover,
something I didn’t do when I was on active
duty. To the young officers in the Cape Fear
Chapter, I recommend you consider a Life
Membership in MOAA. Happy Holidays to all!

KUDOS to

Rusty Bradley for his presentation to the
membership at Annual Dinner. It was a moving
experience. Rusty is a new member of our
chapter.

The Infogram is published monthly for the

 Cape Fear Chapter
Military Officers

Association of America

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Chaplain  Chap (MAJ) Ron Webb, USA
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Chaplain’s Thoughts,
from Afghanistan
By Ch (MAJ) Ron Webb

email: chaplain@cfmoaa.org phone 910-635-8308

This week (December 5th) 50 years ago the first Medal of Honor awarded in the Vietnam
War was given to Captain Roger Donlon by President Lyndon B. Johnson.  A member of 7th

Special Forces Group Team A-726, CPT Donlon valiantly protected his team and indigenous
outpost during the Battle of Nam Dong in Vietnam against an enemy over three times larger than
his own forces.  With multiple mortar and grenade fragment wounds he still aided the wounded
and repulsed the enemy.  Nevertheless, despite his obvious and intrepid bravery when the President
placed the Medal around his neck, he introduced his team and said “the medal belongs to them
too” and "it was a team effort, and I was simply the designated leader."

 This “team effort” is what makes our Officer Corps strong and our Military Officer
Association’s “one voice,” “powerful.”  Indeed I will go as far saying that my Savior had this
in team concept in mind when he chose 12 men to follow him and change the world.  The
team makes the difference in everything we do.  There may be some of you Fort Bragg Cape
Fear MOAA reading this, who served with or personally know now Colonel (Retired)
Donlon.  Let us continue to follow his example working together for our families, friends,
community, our nation, and our faith!  Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah!

Pro Deo Et Patria

Remembering CPT Roger H. C. Donlon, MOH

IN MEMORIAM
It is with deep regret that we announce the recent passing of the following chapter

members:

Kathleen F. Wholey, Auxiliary Member, 2 November 2014
Rachel Swanson, wife of CW4 (Ret) Marvin H. Swanson, USA, Regular
 Member, 5 November 2014
COL (Ret) Michael Poprik, Jr., USA, Regular Member, 19 November 2014
LTC (Ret) Edward J. Davis, USA, Regular Member, 21 November 2014

The loss of these loyal members will be keenly felt by all of us.  Our heartfelt
condolences are extended to the families concerned during their bereavement.
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Membership Update
RECRUITING  Two new members joined our rolls during the month of November 2014,

bringing our total to 52 this year.  We have one month left in this recruiting year so let’s try to finish
strong.

A warm welcome is extended to our newest members:

BG (Ret) Rick Porter, USA
LTC (Ret) John W. Cressler, USA

There are big challenges ahead with disproportional budget cuts and sequestration. We need to
strengthen our base more than ever.  Let’s all do our part by recruiting someone to join.  The
eligibility criteria for membership are: any commissioned or warrant officer – active duty, retired,
former, Reserve or National Guard, in any of the seven uniformed services.

RETENTION Our membership renewal campaign for 2015 is underway – our goal is 100%
renewal.  Renewal invoices were mailed out immediately following our annual meeting on the 21st of
November.  The general membership voted to retain the dues structure as it is ($20 for Regular
Members and $10 for Auxiliary Members). Please complete the renewal slip and return with your
remittance ASAP.  Those who prefer to renew online and pay by credit card may do so by going to
http://www.moaa.org/OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.

If you have any questions please call Secretary Don Gersh at (910) 484-4545.

(Report from page 2)

an elegant sit-down dinner followed by dancing.  We are asking gentlemen to wear their dress mess
uniforms, or a tuxedo decked with military decorations/badges, and the ladies . . . well, they know
what to wear.  This will be the social highlight of the year, don’t miss out on it.  For more
information and how to make reservations, see article and event flyer later in this issue.

While we are getting wrapped up in all these holiday events, let us not forget that Pearl
Harbor Remembrance Day is on the 7th of December.  We need to take pause to honor those who
made the ultimate sacrifice on that infamous day in 1941.

Finally, keep our men and women in uniform in your thoughts and prayers, particularly those
still defending our freedom in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other volatile places throughout the Middle
East.

I wish all of you a Merry Christmas or Happy Hanukkah, and a New Year filled with
happiness, prosperity and good health.
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Please join us at the
Biennial Statewide Convention

11-14 June 2015 at the
High Hampton Inn and Country Club – Cashiers, NC

Every two years, we gather together and do something very special in a particularly welcoming
venue. The past two NCCOC State Conventions have been held on cruise ships. This time, we
wanted to stay “home” and thus we looked at a variety of great places from mountains to the
coast. We selected the High Hampton Inn and Country Club which has a fantastic reputation
for being a most welcoming and luxurious mountain locale, with great dining, amenities and
many opportunities for great exploring (www.highhamptoninn.com) We’re planning on lots of
camaraderie and just a small amount of quarterly business time. This event is for ALL MOAA
members and their families and friends with a goal of Connecting, Learning and Building our
organization and certainly making wonderful memories. We’re on the National MOAA calendar
and have invited a great group of Very Special People to join us from MOAA and the Great
State of North Carolina.

REGISTRATION FORM

Member Name_______________________________________________ Name on Badge____________________

Spouse/Guest Name___________________________________________ Name on Badge____________________

Address_____________________________________City, State, Zip______________________________________

Telephone Home____________________Cell_____________________Email_______________________________

Dietary Restrictions ___________________________Accessibility Requirements___________________________

Prices: Couple or 2 sharing room $979/Single $849 . Price includes room, all meals, taxes, fees and gratuities.

Deposit of $100 / per couple or $50 for single - due 25 January 2015. The balance will be due 15 March 2015.
Please make checks payable to : MOAA/NCCOC

Mail to the NCCOC Treasurer: COL Ed Baisden, USA (Ret)
2000 Country Club Court, Sanford, NC 27332

Please contact COL Jeri Graham, USA (Ret) with any questions or concerns at (910) 616-3487 or

email: jigrahamusa@gmail.com Please check www.moaa-nc.org for information and updates.

If single, do you want a roommate? Do you want help finding a roommate?
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Legislative Update
MOAA Responds to Defense Bill

Congress returned to Washington this week with only 12 days remaining before the end of
the legislative session and made quick work of the Fiscal Year 2015 National Defense
Authorization Act by reaching a bipartisan agreement between both chambers. Before the

Thanksgiving recess, House and Senate negotiators were at an impasse over two Defense
Department proposals: increased pharmacy fees and lowering the active duty housing allowances
by 5 percent over three years. The 26-member Senate Armed Services Committee had accepted
DoD’s proposals while the 435 members of the House rejected them.

 “With time running out, it would have been easy for the House to just cave to the Senate,” stated
Vice Adm. Norb Ryan (USN-Ret), President of the Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA). “However, House negotiators helped blunt the blow to military families and retired
beneficiaries.”

Instead of a 5 percent decrease in service members’ housing allowance over three years, the final
bill will include a 1 percent decrease for fiscal 2015 and no further decreases in the future years.
Pharmacy copays will see a one-year, $3 increase for both retail and mail-order prescriptions
instead of the Pentagon’s proposal that would have doubled or tripled current rates. Negotiators
were able to keep the generic mail-order prescriptions at no cost.“With increased threats and
uncertainty around the globe, we’re asking more and more of our armed forces,” Ryan said.
“Fortunately, with just a few days left in the seat, Chairman McKeon and his leadership team
went to the mat to stave off an even greater erosion of benefits.” Members of MOAA kept the
pressure on Congress for the past two weeks by sending more than 55,000 messages to the
Hill.“Although we are very disappointed that the full Senate never debated the SASC proposal for
the second year in a row, we’re relieved that Congress was able to put aside political differences
and work towards a bipartisan solution to ensure that a defense bill was completed for a 53rd
consecutive year,” said Ryan.

CHAPTER MEMBERS CAN PURCHASE ADS TO
SPONSOR INFOGRAM

To help defray the cost of publishing the monthly newsletter, sponsorship ads being sold.
Contracts are for either six issues or 12 (a “baker’s dozen” for those who buy the one-
-year commitment!). The INFOGRAM is also posted on the Chapter’s website at
www.cfmoaa.org.

Sponsors may buy full-page, half-page, quarter-page and business card-sized ads.
Full-page 6 issues $850    12 issues $1,693
Half-page 6 issues $419   12 issues $753
Quarter-page 6 issues $204   12 issues $389
Business card 6 issues $95   12 issues $188

For more information or to reserve your sponsorship place, contact Don Gersh at
910.624.4597 or doneal.gersh@gmail.com. Checks are payable to Cape Fear Chapter MOAA
 and may be mailed to Post Office Box 53621, Fayetteville, NC 28305.
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The Cape Fear Chapter of MOAA
And the Ladies of the CFC

Cordially Invite You To A

Formal Holiday Celebrat ion
Saturday, December 13, 2014

Fort Bragg Club - Lafayette Room

     Cocktails 6:00 pm  Dinner 7:00 pm

  Music by: GOLD RUSH BAND  7:00 pm - 11:00 pm

Dress: Formal Attire

      Menu
Filet Mignon

Oven Roasted Half Chicken

Grilled Salmon w/Lemon Dill Sauce

Mixed Green Salad

Roasted Herb Baby Red Potatoes

Seasonal Veggie Blend

Ice cream w/Peach Sauce

Reservations Due By 6 December 2014  -  No cancellations after 9 December 2014

Send in this portion with your check payable to CFC MOAA to:
                                                      Argie Rodriguez, 3406 Sugar Cane Cir, Fayetteville, NC 28303 or

George Blanc, 3490 Thamesford Dr, Fayetteville, NC 28311

       Name_______________________________ Number_______x $50.00 = $___________

Table Seating Preference______________(8 per table)

                                                   ____Filet Mignon _____Roasted Chicken ____Grilled Salmon
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Spotlight on
          New JROTC instructors

By LTC Bill Dadek USA, Ret.

Two of the 25 high school Junior ROTC programs we support have changed their senior
military instructors.  E.E. Smith High School’s long-time Air Force JROTC senior instructor,
LtCol (Ret) Kernist Stovall, USAF, retired as of the start of the new school year.  He developed a
superior program at E.E. Smith HS in Fayetteville.  The new E.E. Smith HS Senior Air Force
Instructor is LtCol (Ret) Thomas Glockzin, USAF.

LTC (Ret) Bill Townsend, USA, Senior Army instructor at West Bladen High School in
Bladenboro also retired after many years with the West Bladen HS JROTC program.  His
replacement is COL (Ret) Eli Ballard, USA.

  We welcome both of our new JROTC senior instructors to the Cape Fear Chapter.  We
salute the retiring officers for their long years of dedicated service, and wish them both many
more years of good health and happiness.

Auxiliary NEWS

MOAA is committed to making sure military survivor issues are not neglected on Capitol
Hill. Congress should (1) Repeal the law that reduces military Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP) annuities by the amount of any survivor benefits payable under the VA

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) program. (2) Increase Provider reimbursements
and seek relief from late enrollment penalties, and (3) Fight to achieve a subsidy for TRICARE
Dental plans.

If you have not read any of MOAA’s publications for survivors, please
contact Member Service Center at (800) 234-6622 or (703) 549-2311 or e-mail
msc@moaa.org.

LADIES OF MOAA CLUB   To join contact Janet Shipp,
President, phone 910-868-4998, email shippahoyx8@gmail.com.
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PLEASE ENROLL ME AS A MEMBER OF THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER, MOAA

Initial Enrollment _____ or Annual Renewal _____  Date: _____________________

Category:  Regular Member _____ ($20)   Auxiliary Member _____ ($10)

NAME: __________________________________________________________________

SPOUSE’S NAME: ________________________________________________________

RANK: _____ SERVICE: ________ Active Duty ____ Retired ____ Former Officer ____

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE & ZIP: ______________________________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________

TELEPHONE: ____________________________________________________________

NATIONAL MOAA MEMBER?    Yes _____, Membership # __________        No _____

I would like to receive my Infogram by:   Regular Mail _____ or E-mail _____

Signature ______________________________________________

“I’d like to donate $______ to the ROTC Scholarship Fund.”

MAIL TO: CFC MOAA,PO BOX 53621, FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28305

Your
Ad

Here
Information
on page 7
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

 “We are a powerful voice speaking
  for a strong national defense, and
  representing the interests of military
  officers and their families at every
  stage of their career.”

Calendar of Events:
  5 Dec - Holiday Trip to Myrtle Beach
13 Dec - CFC/LOM Holiday Celebration Dinner Dance, Fort Bragg Club,
    1800 hour
  1 Jan -  New Year’s Day

6 Jan - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Fort Bragg Club, 1100 hours
19 Jan - M. L. King, Jr. Day
21 Jan - CFC Installation Dinner Meeting, Fort Bragg Club, 1800 hours
 1 Feb - National Freedom Day
 3 Feb - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: TBA, 1100 hours
12 Feb - Lincoln’s Birthday
16 Feb - Washington’s Birthday (Observed)
 3 Mar - CFC Board of Directors Meeting, Location: TBA, 1100 hours
 6 Mar - CFC General Membership Meeting, The Mash House, 1130 hours

Installation Dinner Meeting,
Jan. 21, 2015 Fort Bragg

Club, 1800 hrs, “Last event
in the Old Officers Club “


